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Immanuel Lutheran Church  
Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
February 2, 2025 Annual Meeting Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Gary Corrigan at 11:42 am. 32 people in attendance. 
 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Terry 
 
Motion to approve Annual Meeting Agenda: Linda Mason/Barb Noblet. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to accept 2024 Congregational Annual Meeting minutes: Dave Mason/Maria Caron. Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion to accept reports: Fred Breitzman/Deb Barton. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt 2025 budget: Gloria Johnson/Katie Stewart. Motion carried. 
 
Vote on council: counters: Gloria Johnson, Dave Mason  

 
Need nominations for following:  

  Investment advisory board (2) 
  Fortune Lake (1) 
  Nominating committee (5) 
 
Motion to accept synod reports: Katie Stewart/Linda Mason. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 12:01 pm: Barb Denny/Linda Mason  
 
Submitted by Samantha Barton 
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Treasurer’s Report 

(Continued on next pages) 
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Financial Secretary’s Report – End of the Fiscal Year (January 1, 2025– December 31, 2025) 

Giving 0 ............................. 0 
 
Under $1 ........................... 3 
 
$1-2 ................................... 4 
 
$3-4 ................................... 5 
 
$5-6 ................................... 2 
 
$7-8 ................................... 2 
 
$9-10 ................................. 4 
 
$11-12 ............................... 1 
 
$13-14 ............................... 1 
 
$15-16 ............................... 1  

$17-18 ............................... 0 
 
$19-20 ............................... 3 
 
$21-22 ............................... 0 
 
$23-24 ............................... 2 
 
$25-26 ............................... 2 
 
$27-28 ............................... 2 
 
$29-30 ............................... 1 
 
$31-35 ............................... 2 
 
$36-40 ............................... 3 
 
$41-45 ............................... 2 

$46-50 ...............................4 
 
$51-55 ...............................4 
 
$56-60 ...............................0 
 
$61-70 ...............................7 
 
$71-80 ...............................3 
 
$81-90 ...............................1 
 
over $90 ............................4 
 
 
 
 
Total Giving Units ............63 

Average Weekly Household Giving 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Audit CommiƩee 

ReporƟng for: 
 January – December 2024 

 

We started the audit during the month of May 2025 and got things wrapped up during the month of September 2025.  
We performed the Audit of the Treasurer and Financial Secretary’s records for the year 2024, following in accordance 
with procedures recommended by the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  
 
Random months for receipts and expenditures have been reviewed and traced.  Receipts traced from weekly Sunday 
deposit reports to the bank statement and posƟng of fund designaƟon.  Expenditures traced from paid ledger folder to 
clearing of bank statement and posƟng of expense fund designaƟon.  Payroll records have been examined and com-
pared to payroll tax returns filed.  PeƩy Cash Ledger has been examined.  Quicken reports have been cross referenced 
to the 2024 Annual Report provided at the Annual MeeƟng. 
 
Records have been found to be in order with minimum items noted to Treasurer, with minor recommendaƟons for fu-
ture handling. 
 
SubmiƩed by: 

  
Maria Caron 

Sandy Gonsowski 

Kim Pepin  
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Pastor’s Report 
Greetings, 
 

We are into the New Year. We have 
“closed the books” on 2025, which continued to 
be an active year for our ministry. I want to look 
back at 2025 for Immanuel. This year we have 
continued to strengthen our ministry, we contin-
ue to grow both in the width and depth of minis-
try. We have seen stewardship in both giving of 
our time and resources increase. This fall we 
needed to add 2 communion assistants each 
week and Immanuel responded with plenty of 
volunteers. We have been able to address some 
small capital needs this year including new com-
puters and the new snowblower, all while regular 
giving has increased 4% year over year. Our budget deficit for the year was $7,700, which is the 
lowest it’s been in my time here and was lower than the earnings from our investment. We did not 
have to use principal funds from our investment this year to cover operational expenses. We still 
have a little way to go in reaching our financial goals but this was a huge milestone in our journey. 
Thank you for your dedication, prayer, and support. We continue to be able to do much of our minis-
try because of the great staff we have working with us. 

      

As we reflect on the past year, we also draw attention to the work the council has done to lead us 
into the future. This last year, your council took on the task of developing a long-range plan. We 
have short term goals we will evaluate at the end of the program year, but this long-range plan is re-
ally a 3–5-year vision. The council identified the following goals: 

       

· Encourage Families to engage with our ministry. 

· Help Families create space for faith formation. 

· Equip youth to be evangelists. 

· Let people know who we are and why we are there. 

· Keeping a ministry focus on outreach and community building. 

But the long-range plan is a reflection of what is already going on. Immanuel is a congregation 
that has turned itself inside out. Sure, we still draw people into our building with worship, but so 
much of what Immanuel is involved in, is out in the community. We are truly going out to meet peo-
ple where they are, not expecting them to come into us.          

       

We have already started to live into these goals of the long-range plan through the Faith Forward 
Initiative that we have implemented into our children’s ministry and children’s sermons. Faith forward 
focuses on equipping parents and grandparents to be able to pass down their faith to the next gen-
eration. We have started to focus on how we tell the story of what we do and why through social me-
dia. Our outreach committee continues to lead regular projects including Mission of Hope, Harvest 
Collection, hygiene kits and so much more. Community flourishes here at Immanuel through the ex-
ercise group, bingo, and potlucks just to name a few.  

Pastor swears in the 2025 Council. 
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I thank the leadership of this congregation for their continued support. Over the past few years 

we have worked to develop new leadership for this congregation. We are grateful for the gifts of our 
Council President, Gary Corrigan, and all members of council. But also, for the leadership in specific 
ministries and committers and for the leaders who serve each and every week to keep this congre-
gation running smoothly. 

 
It's my honor and privilege to continue to be the pastor of such a vibrant, growing, innovative min-

istry. Immanuel continues to be a vibrant ministry because of your participation. From our staff to our 
volunteers, to those of you who share your passions. Thank you, and I look forward to the ways God 
continues to be at work in 2026. 

 

Pastor Mike Markwell 

Pastor Mike joins volunteers Jim Franks and Rachel Markwell in the kitchen as 
they prepare a meal for dozens of bingo players at one of Immanuel’s fun bingo 
nights where folks gather to play, laugh and win one of the myriad of fun gift priz-
es.  
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Membership Record for 2025 

MEMBERSHIP RECORD 

 
January 1, 2025 Active 122 

 Inactive  75 

 Total 197 

 

December 31, 2025 Active 127 

 Inactive  73 

 Total 200 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

January – December        2024       2025    

   * In-person                      3,304      3,337 
   
 ** On-line worshippers      1,443      1,542 
 
Total Worshippers:          4,747      4,879 
 
Weekly Average: In-person     64         65 
                                
                            On-line         28         30 
                                
Total  Weekly Average:         92         95 
 
 
Ash Wednesday, Midweek Lent and Advent,    
and Christmas Eve are included in these 
numbers. 

PARISH REPORT 
 

Baptisms 
 Walker Robinson  5-18-26 

  
                    Funerals  (*non-member) 

Thomas “Tom” A. Nowotny*  
March 7, 2025  

 
Lynne Winget 

March 22, 2025 
 

Callie Jefferson* 
July 5, 2025 

 
Richard Hanson* 
August 1, 2025 

 
Ryan Strem* 

August 8, 2025 
 

Jerine Paulin LaBelle* 
August 11, 2025 

 
Betty Denessen* 

September 18, 2025 
 

Jim Bonifas* 
November 26, 2025 

 
Phyliss “June” Carlson 

December 8, 2025 
         

 
Marriages 

None 
 

New Members 
Robin and Christine Smauley 

Bill and Bonnie Strem 
Kristine Hovland 

 
Students Confirmed  

  
 First Communicants 

 
High School Graduates 
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President’s Message  

Brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
It has been another great year here at Immanual.  I am excited about the wonderful things that our con-
gregation has been up to.  We have added new members and reinstated prior members.  We are see-
ing new faces and we hope to see that continue. 
 
Some other things that have been happening at Immanuel: 
· The mortgage for our new roof was paid oƯ in record time. 
· Stewardship has been strong and we are moving closer to having our church budget run in the 

black.  
· A new snowblower was purchased for property and we are getting more use than we would like so 

far this winter. 
· We sent several kids to Fortune Lake Bible Camp for a weeklong adventure of learning and wor-

ship, and we are looking forward to sending more this year.  Our Children’s Ministry continues to 
grow. 

· We tried adjusting our start time for summer; however, attendance went down so we went back to 
our 10:30 start time.  I appreciate the congregation’s willingness to try new things out.  As we move 
forward, we may try other things from time to time. 

 
Our long-term goals for our congregation are to encourage families to engage in our ministry, help fam-
ilies create space for faith formation, equip kids to be evangelists, let people know who we are and 
why we are here, and keep our ministry focused on outreach and community building.   
 
We hope to accomplish these goals by continuing to encourage attendance in our weeknight Chil-
dren’s Church, engaging families and sharing a meal with them.  Continuing to participate in events 
such as Mission of Hope and Trunk or Treat.  Sharing our stories on social media and at events.  Con-
tinuing and growing events like bingo and potluck after church.   
 
I have faith that God will guide our steps as we strive to move forward with these goals. 
 

Gary Corrigan 
President-Church Council 
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Outreach Annual Report 
Another year in the books and what a busy year it was for Outreach and all the members here at Immanuel. I’d say we outdid our-
selves so give yourselves a pat on the back for a job well done. We are blessed to be a blessing to others. 
 
Here is a quick summary of some of the projects we were involved with: 
-Toiletries for the Jacobetti Center for Veterans (Thanks Carl and                         
Gail -Johnson for delivering them) 
-Sandy Sovey, with her on going Saykllys Candy Sale for Mission of Hope Diaper 
Drive. 
-2 Pastie Sales 
-Fundraiser for Pregnancy Services (Change for Life) 
-2 Blood Drives (29 units and 39 units collected) 
-Bird feeders for Christian Park (13 Feeders/ 1 bag of bird seed) 
-1 Bay College meal serving 70 students ( Sandy Sovey Chaired) 
-Breakfast served here for Mission of Hope Diapers 
-Mission of Hope 
-Served Coffee and Sweets after Barbershop Concert 
-Collected bags of candy for residents at Christian Park to hand out at Trunk or 
Treat 
-10 vehicles from Immanuel participated in Christian Park’s               
Trunk or Treat 
-Fall Harvest for Salvation Army (Jean Chapman Chaired) 
-16 Christmas Shoeboxes along with monetary donations        
(Sandy Gonsowski chaired) 
-Mitten Tree 35 pairs of mittens/gloves and 38 hats were  
brought to Webster, Lemmer and Escanaba High School. (Lynn  
Burak chaired) 
 
Monetary Donations Made: 
-ELCA California Wildfires Victims 
-Jacobetti Veterans Center 
-God’s Fund 
-Pregnancy Services of Delta County 
-Christian Parks Trunk or for birdseed 
-Mission of Hope 
-Community Foundation Feed the Kids Backpack Program 
-Fortune Lake 
-Mailing for Christmas Shoeboxes 
-Lake State Industries 
-ELCA Texas Flood Victims 
-Shop with a Cop 
-Memory Care Center 
-Civic Center After School Program 
     
Well, there you have it,  Gods work with our hands. Thank you everyone who contributed, helped in anyway or chaired a project. 
Thank you to those that applied for Thrivent Grants. This couldn’t be done without your help! 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Barb Noblet, Chairperson 

Financial Report: 
Starting Balance: $1,190.65 
    Income: $7,459.74 
    Expenditures: $5,989.72 
Ending Balance:$2,660.67 

Outreach Team: 
Barb Noblet            Mary Ciminskie              Deb Barton 
Lynn Burak             Jean Chapman              Sandy Sovey 
Gail Johnson          Sandy Gonsowski          Donna Woerpel 

During worship on July 20th, a blessing of  the diapers was 
held for the many, many diapers that were generously donated 
for Mission of Hope.  

November rummage sale donors, volunteers and shop-
pers  brought in $3500, and made it possible to make 
donations to the Hope Project, Harlie’s Angels,  Play-
ers De Noc; Bay College, Delta Animal Shelter, 
Lutheran Social Services, the League of Women 
Voters, Boy Scouts, Pinecrest Care Facility and 
Lakestate Industries! 
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Property & Management Report  

Another year gone by and we didn’t have any big property issues, at least nothing that we couldn’t 
handle! We didn’t have any major funding issues that came up but we did purchase a new snow 
blower as we had issues with the old one, however most of the money came from generous donors 
in our congregation so we didn’t have to take out any money from property! A big thank you to these 
generous people!  
 
I would again like to thank all the people in our church family that volunteer their time such as cutting 
the grass which takes almost four hours and also our snow shovelers who keep our entrances clear 
and also the side walks. I would also like to mention here that we are always in need of more volun-
teers to take care of these activities and you can contact pastor or myself. I would also mention that 
the new custodian that was hired this year is doing a tremendous job keeping our church in tip top 
condition! I would also like to commend Pastor Mike on wanting to keep up with our property mainte-
nance and thankfully we have a Pastor that is also a handyman and has stepped up many times to 
help out with things that need to be done here,such as putting in a new faucet in the kitchen!!He is 
also very forward looking as to where we need to make future improvements with our property and 
by the way, thank you for being handy with the snow shoveling! 
 
In closing I would also like to thank the pasty makers who have donated so much for property im-
provements and the many other giving people of our church.  
 
Respectfully submitted by property committee co-chair Tom Kozar and Terry Anderson  
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Children’s Ministry Report 
 
Annual Report 2025-Children’s Ministry 
Immanuel Members, 
It has been a fun year with the youth of our church!  Over the past year we have had three kids parƟcipaƟng in confir-
maƟon classes with Pastor Mike.  4 youth aƩended Fortune Lake Lutheran camp over the summer.  We have had six 
kids parƟcipaƟng in “Sunday School” which no longer happens on Sundays.  We have adjusted the day we do our Chil-
dren’s Church programming and will conƟnue to adjust to the needs of the families we serve.  From this point forward, 
I will refer to it as Children’s Church. 
 

Over the past year I have been using a curriculum that is geared 
towards mulƟple ages in one classroom.  It worked well but did 
not have a lot of lessons to choose from.  During our joint ser-
vice at the Farmers Market over the summer, I was introduced 
to a curriculum called Godly Play.  AŌer discussing with Pastor, 
we have decided to start using this curriculum.  I have been 
reading up on it and learning the process.  As the Ɵtle states, it is 
based in play, which I can confidently tell you, is the best way for 
children to learn!  It will require some funding to get up and run-
ning, but we will be well within our budget, as I am finding some 
alternaƟves to the expensive supplies that they sell on their 
website.  All curriculum books and some supplies will 
be purchased directly from the publisher.  You will also 
see some changes to our Children’s Church room in-
cluding some shelving, a sand table, and a rug for story 
Ɵmes which go along with the curriculum.   
Moving forward, we would like to try to bring back a children’s Christmas program.  There will be conƟnuing discus-
sion with all parƟes involved when the Ɵme comes to plan.  I look forward to conƟnuing to serve the smallest mem-
bers at Immanuel and look forward to what the next year will bring. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Traci Corrigan 
Children’s Ministry Director 

 
 
 
 

 
 

There were lots of quesƟons as Pastor 
Mike chats with the children and demon-
strates the washing of the feet by Jesus, 
from the gospel of John. 

Our children’s ministry just started a new curriculum, Godly Play. 
Our youth learned about the Story of Jesus’ birth and were able 
to do a craŌ and play in our new sand table.  
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Worship and Music Report 
 

The worship and music commiƩee plans the weekly 
worship services as well as special services through-
out the year. This includes hymn picking, selecƟng 
liturgical seƫngs, incorporaƟng special liturgical ele-
ments like candle lighƟng for All Saints Sunday, bless-
ing of the quilts, our outdoor worship and much 
more. 
 
Highlights of this year’s worship and music commiƩee 
include introducƟon of the Dinner Church Model for 
our midweek Lenten worship. During lent we com-
bined our midweek worship and the soup and sand-
wich meal into a simultaneous event that brings wor-
ship 

around the meal and folds the meal into the liturgy of worship. We had 
great turnout and response to the event. Following a brief message 
there were “Dinner Table ConversaƟons” that invited aƩendees to en-
gage in discussion around guiding quesƟons that related to that night’s 
themes and texts. This dinner church took place in the gathering area 
of our building. Thank you to all who provided meals and to Jeanne for 
bringing her musical skill and talents to worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We conƟnue to partner with our ecumenical colleagues for worship on Good Friday and had our second Christmas 
morning worship. These services are important opportunity for us to engage in worship with our siblings in Christ who 
are of different congregaƟons. 
 
We are grateful for all those who contribute their Ɵme and talents to enhance worship. From planning worship and 
organizing to providing musical giŌs and talents. Thank you, 
 
Respecƞully, 
 

Pastor Mike 
 

Parishioners gather around tables for our Lenten Dinner Church 

Christmas Eve service was filled with music. Immanuel’s quilters created a beautiful array of quilts that 
were displayed here at the Blessing of the Quilts. 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN (ILCW) ANNUAL REPORT 
JANUARY – DECEMBER 2025 

 
 
*We had a successful Lenten Breakfast on March 1st, serving over 100 people with “WaiƟng for God’s Time” as the 
theme for our program.  Pastor Mike Markwell had a message for us, and as usual we had soloists and The Remnants 
singing for us. We made a donaƟon to the VicƟms Services Unit. 
 
*Our ILCW group conƟnues to send out cards to our shut-in’s monthly, with Char Scheeneman leading this endeavor. 
Please let her know of anyone we should send cards to.  
 
*No one was able to aƩend the Fall SWO ConvenƟon at Fortunate Lake held in September. Scholarships are available 
if anyone is interested in aƩending our SWO (Synodical Women’s OrganizaƟon) Retreat held in the fall each year. 
Please contact Barbara Denny if you’re the least bit interested in aƩending. The Triennial Gathering of the SWO will 
be help in Des Moines, Iowa on July 16-19, 2026, if anyone is interested, now is the Ɵme to plan. 
 
*Donated 100 quilts to Lutheran World Relief in October.  For many years we delivered our quilts to First Lutheran 
Church in Gladstone to be delivered to MarineƩe donated for many years by Escanaba Moving Systems to be loaded 
onto the train, however this year we joined Bethany Lutheran along with a couple of other churches and rented a U 
Haul to deliver them to MarneƩe.  We meet on Monday mornings from ten to 12:30. You are welcome to join us, and 
bring a friend if you would like. We iron, cut material into squares, sew squares into quilts, put quilts together and 
have a break for coffee and conversaƟon. All the donaƟons of sheets and material we receive is much appreciated. 
Thanks to all who are able to help. 
 
*We held two pasty sales raising over $5,200. 
 
*Service Groups: Served food at one funeral.  This is something our ladies conƟnue to do whenever a family requests 
us to serve.  Everyone who is able to donate food and their Ɵme is so very much appreciated by the families. 
 
*Officers for the ILCW are: President, Barbara Denny; Vice President, Gail Johnson; Secretary, Cindy Charbonneau; 
and, Treasurer, Maria Caron.  Our meeƟngs are on the 2nd Sunday of every other month starƟng at 11:30 a.m.   Our 
next meeƟng is March 8th.  All the women of Immanuel are considered members, we would love to have you join us.   
 
*Our Lenten Breakfast and Musical Program is scheduled for February 14th.  We appreciate all the help we get in this 
endeavor.  Our theme is “Wonderful His Love for Me.”  
 
Respecƞully SubmiƩed, 
Barbara Denny, President 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Women 
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(Continues on next page) 
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 2026 Nominations Report 

Name Term Elected at this 
Annual Meeting 

Term Expires at this 
Annual Meeting Nominations for 2026 

Current Council Members 

Richard LaCosse 2nd 2025 2027   

Dave Mason 1st 2024 2026  Willing to stand for election 

Sharon Hawes 1st 2025 2027  

Marylin Nobel 2st 2025 2027  

Gloria Johnson 1st 2024 2026 Needs Nomination 

Bryan Burak 1st 2025 2027  

Brian Saranowski 1st 2025 2027  

Current Congregational Officers 

Gary Corrigan (President) 2nd 2025 2027  

Charlene Scheeneman (VP 2nd 2025 2027   
Sandy Sonvey 1st 2025 2026  Willing to stand for election 

Mary Ciminskie (Treasurer)   Appointed 2023   
2022 ELECTED POSITIONS AND STAFF OF IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Audit Committee 

Sandy Gonsowski 1st 2024 2027   

Kim Pepin 2nd 2023 2026  Needs Nomination 
Maria Caron 2nd 2025 2028  

Investment Advisory Board 
Vacant    Needs Nomination 

Vacant    Needs Nomination 
Richard LaCosse 1st 2024 2027   

Synod Convention Delegates for 2025 in addition to Pastor Mike 
May 16, Escanaba, MI 

Rachel Markwell, Barb Denny Jim Franks, Barb Denny 

Fortune Lake Delegates in addition to Pastor Mike 
April 26, 2pm CST, Crystal Falls, MI 

Sandy Sovey and Claire Sovey Sandy Sovey,  
Northland Lutheran Delegates in addition to Pastor Mike 

February 15, 12:30 pm CST, Menominee, MI 
No Delegates Selected Needs Nominations (2) 

Delta Conference Delegates in Addition to Pastor Mike 
Dave Mason and Barb Denny  

Nominating Committee for 2026 meeting in Addition to Pastor Mike 

 Need nominations (5) 

STAFF 
Pastor: Mike Markwell                                                                 Financial Secretary: Kim Pepin 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Finlan  

Custodian: Ken Paulin                                                                   Musician: Jeanne LaCosse 
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